
RCUK/Innovate UK Urban Living 
Partnership 

The York City Environment 
Observatory 



RCUK Call 

n  Pilot diagnostic phase will support cities and urban areas to: 
n  develop a more holistic understanding of the challenges they face 
n  explore potential visions and opportunities 
n  set agendas for future research and innovation 

n  RCUK/Innovate UK now planning for Phase 2 

The RCUK/Innovate UK Urban Living Partnership will harness UK research and 
innovation strength to help cities realise a vision of healthy, prosperous and 

sustainable living 
These future cities will support strong regional and national economies. They will be 

resilient, with the ability to adapt and thrive in response to environmental, economic or 
social change. They will be responsive to the needs and aspirations of their diverse 

communities. 



The York Environment Observatory 

Vision: To establish York as an exemplar city for better 
understanding the links between the quality of the natural 
cultural, social and built environments and the health and 

wellbeing of citizens, and the economy of the city. The York 
City Environment Observatory will employ cutting-edge 

monitoring and data analytic technologies to provide 
intelligence to allow informed decisions to be made on the 

design and management of the city and surrounding 
environments into the future, providing long term benefits for 

York and surrounding regions. The technology and 
approaches developed in the Observatory will be adopted 
by other cities in the UK and elsewhere for instrumenting, 
monitoring, managing and designing their built and natural 

environments to maximise benefits to their citizens. 



Work Packages 



The York City Environment 
Observatory 



YCEO Collaborators & Partners 



York City Environment Observatory 



Pilot Study 

Ø  Characterise stakeholder 
perceptions of the importance of 
York’s city environment for 
health, well-being and the 
economy 
n  Understand opinion on: quality of 

the environment; links to health, 
wellbeing and the economy of the 
city 

Ø  Develop a coherent & prioritised 
set of health, wellbeing and 
economic concerns that are 
potentially linked to the quality 
of the environment (YCES) 

 
 

Businesses 

• York Business 
Improvement District 
(BID)  

• small, medium and large 
– providing a range of 
services and/or products 
from across the city  

Community 
Groups 

• Environmental, economic, 
health and societal issues 

• Include under represented 
communities 

York residents 

• Neighbourhood focussed 
events 

• Undertaken across the 
city 

Experts and 
specialist 

organisations  

• Transport, environment, 
health, tourism and 
regulatory groups 

 
 



Pilot Study cont… 
Ø  Development of a York city environment open data and model 

platform 

 
Ø  Evaluating data availability and data needs for answering key 

questions around how the quality of York’s city environment links to 
health, wellbeing and economic parameters 
n  Gaps in WP2 data; are data in the correct format; how will we mine the data? 

Ø  Design of the YCEO 


